DAVIS

1034

DAY

first gained Mm wide attention. Among his
later popular and successful books were Van
Bibber and Others, Soldiers of Fortune,
Eansom's Folly, and Cuba in War Time.

He gained fame as a war correspondent;
his reports from the battle fronts of Europe
(1914-1916) were classics.

DAVIS, SAMUEL, (1844-1863), Confed-
erate Scout. He was born in Tennessee, and
joined the Confederate army in 1861. In
1863, Gen. Bragg1 selected Davis to receive
from confederates within the Union lines
plans of their works. He secured the docu-
ments, but was captured by Union soldiers,
tried, and sentenced to death. G-en. Dodge
of the Union army offered Davis life and
freedom if he would name the traitor in the
Union camp. Davis refused, saying: "I will
die first; I will not betray the confidence of
my informant." Many years after his death,
a monument was erected to his memory.

DAVIS STRAIT, a narrow sea which
separates Greenland from Baffin Land, and
unites Baffin Bay with the Atlantic Ocean.
It is from 180 to 500 miles wide and was dis-
covered in 1585 by John Davis, after whom
it was named.

DA'VITT, MICHAEL (1846-1906), an Irish
political leader. In 1870 he was sentenced
to fifteen years7 imprisonment for bringing
arms into Ireland, but he was released in
1878. The nest year he founded the Irish
Land League. While in prison he was re-
peatedly elected to Parliament, but was
disqualified. He was later elected twice with-
out opposition, but resigned in 1899.

DAVY, HUMPHRY, Sir (1778-1829), a
distinguished English chemist. He was ap-
pointed professor of chemistry in the Royal
Institution at the age of twenty-four. In
1803 he was chosen a member of the Royal
Society. His discoveries with the galvanic
battery, his decomposition of the earths and
alkalies and the ascertaining of their metal-
lie bases gave him a worldwide reputation.
From his investigation of firedamp in mines,
he was led to the invention of a safety lamp,
which has rendered the mines comparatively
free from explosions and thus prevented the
death of thousands of workmen.

DAWES, CHABLES GATES (1865- ),
financier and publicist. He was born in
Marietta, Ohio, graduated from Marietta
College in 1884, and from the Cincinnati Law-
School in 1886. He practiced law in Lincoln,
Neb. until 1894, Business interests led him

to Chicago, where he organized, in 1902, the
Central Trust Co. of Illinois. He performed
conspicuous public service as Comptroller of
the Currency, 1897-1902; as chairman of the
General Purchasing Board of the American
Army in France, 1917-1918; as first Director
of the Federal Budget, 1921; and as Chair-
man of an international committee of experts
on German reparations, 1923-1924. He was
elected Vice-President of the United States
on the Republican ticket in 1924.

In 1929 he was appointed United States
Ambassador to Great Britain.

DAWSOW, GEORGE MERCER (1849-1901),
a Canadian geologist and explorer, born in
Truro, N. S. He became a member of the staff
of the Geological Survey in 1875, and was its
director in 1895. He explored a large portion
of the western country and made known the
mineral resources of the region. He was a
member of the Bering Sea Commission of
1891.

DAWSON", JOHN WILLIAM, Sir, (1820-
1899), a Canadian geologist and educator.
He received his education at Edinburgh
University and at an early age turned his
attention to geology. In 1842 he accompanied
Sir Charles Lyell on an expdition to ex-
amine the geology of Nova Scotia. In 1855
he was made principal and professor of geo-
logy in McGill University, Montreal, and
later vice-chancellor. Among his many con-
tributions to the literature on science are
Acadian Geology; The Story of the Earth
and Man; The Origin of the World; Egypt
and Syria; Modern Ideas of Evolution, and
The Chan-ge of Life in Geological Time.

DAWS ON", YUKOK TERRITORY, is a city in
Canada, the capital of the district, on the
right bank of the Yukon River, 330 miles
northwest of Skagway. The river is open to
navigation from June 1 to October 15.
There are several churches, schools, hotels
and theaters, and the town is lighted by
electricity. Dawson is the center of the
Klondike gold mining region; its origin dates
from the discovery of gold on Bonanza
Creek in 1896. Coal deposits have been
found nearby. Population, 1924, 2000.

DAY, the time occupied by the revolution
of the earth on its axis, embracing the pe-
riod of darkness as well as the interval of
daylight. The day in the latter sense may
be measured in more than one way. If we
measure it by t&e apparent movement of the
stars, caused by the rotation of the earth on